
 
 
 
 
 
 

MISSION STATEMENT 
As a collaborative network of transdisciplinary research centers, investigators within the CAIRIBU community consortium will 
foster collaboration across multiple basic science and clinical disciplines to identify and address gaps in knowledge 
related to the biology, physiology, biochemistry, genomics, genetics, and metabolism of benign urologic diseases. Our 
overarching goals are to (1) support the next generation of urologic researchers by providing meaningful education and 
mentoring; (2) enhance knowledge of mechanisms associated with normal development, function, and disease pathology 
related to the urinary tract, kidney, and prostate; (3) cultivate new research tools and ideas by expanding the collaborative 
network within and outside of the traditional urologic research field; and (4) use the knowledge and tools generated from our 
collaborative work to reduce the burden of benign urologic illness and disability by developing and testing new therapies to 
effectively treat, manage, and prevent these diseases. TRIBU aims to create a transdisciplinary infrastructure to promote benign 
urologic research collaborations – including those that integrate social, behavioral, and biological sciences – encourage and 
embrace new investigators into the field, train and mentor the next generation of benign urologic basic scientists and clinician 
scientists, and develop and share resources and new tools to enhance urology research. 

INFO NEEDED FROM YOU… 
 

As you know, I am preparing content for an “umbrella” 
website that describes all of our work and incorporates 
various ways for building collaborations both within and 
outside of our community. I am continually looking at ways 
to promote your work to the broader urologic community.  
In order for me to do this, I need more details about 
your programs. The information I am requesting is fairly 
basic, so I hope it will not take much time or effort to 
compile. If it helps you collect this information, please 
COMPLETE ATTACHED FILLABLE FORM (picture 
below). Alternatively, feel free to send the info in some 
other form. Return to me at penn@urology.wisc.edu. 

- Kristina (Kris) Penniston, PhD 

CAIRIBU COMMUNITY NEWS 
Collaborating for the Advancement of Interdisciplinary Research in Benign Urology 
Internal interactions newsletter. My purpose in creating this monthly newsletter is to enhance 
communications between NIDDK-funded investigators from U54s, P20s, and K12s working in the area of benign 
urology, facilitate sharing of knowledge and accomplishments, and provide timely and relevant research-related 
news, announcements, and updates. 

Jan. 28 2019 

MEETINGS & OTHER REMINDERS 
 

Jan 23  Deadline for discounted registration for 
2019  SUFU meeting 

 

Feb 15  Deadline for “late breaking” abstracts for  
2019  AUA meeting 

 

Feb 19  Deadline for discounted registration for  
2019  AUA meeting 

 

Feb 26-Mar 2 SUFU annual meeting (Miami, FL) 
 

Mar 29-30 ROCK Society annual meeting  
(Cleveland, OH) 

 

April 11-12 UW-Madison O’Brien Center Spring 
Symposium (Madison, WI) 

 

April 26  Multidisciplinary Benign Urology  
Research Day 2019 (at Duke University) 

 

May 3-6 AUA annual meeting (Chicago, IL) 
May 3  - SUFU at AUA 2019 
May 4  - SBUR at AUA 2019 
May 6  - ROCK at AUA 2019 
 

June 7  O’Brien Centers (U54) External Expert  
Panel meeting (Bethesda, MD) 

 

Oct 29-Nov 2 World Congress of Endourology  
meeting (Abu Dhabi, UAE) 

 

Nov 7-11 SBUR annual meeting (New Orleans, LA) 
 

Dec 4-6 CAIRIBU annual meeting (TBD) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Kris Penniston, Director of Interactions   
  penn@urology.wisc.edu  |  608.265.9797 
Tamara Bavendam, Project Scientist 
  tamara.bavendam@nih.gov 
Chris Mullins, Program Official 
  mullinsc@extra.niddk.nih.gov 

Do you have an upcoming meeting or event that 
you would like help promoting? Let me know. REMEMBER… 

 

 CAIRIBU Community Leaders (CCL) mtgs,         
   2nd Thursdays of odd-numbered months, 4pm EST 
 

 O’Brien Centers Steering Committee (SC) mtgs,  
   2nd Thursdays of even-numbered months, 4pm EST 

 



 
 

CURRENT CENTERS AND PROGRAMS IN THE CAIRIBU COMMUNITY 
 

George M. O’Brien Cooperative Centers (U54): 
 Columbia University; Co-PIs, Cathy Mendelsohn, PhD; Ali Gharavi, MD; Jonathan Barasch, MD, PhD 

http://cumcobriencenter.com/  
 

 University of Wisconsin-Madison/ UMass-Boston; PI, Will Ricke, PhD 
https://urology.wisc.edu/research/u54-george-m-obrien-center-for-benign-urology-research/  

 

 University of Pittsburgh; PI, Zhou Wang, PhD 
http://obrienurologybph.pitt.edu/  

 
P20 centers: 
 University of California-San Francisco; PI, Tom Chi, MD 

https://chilab.ucsf.edu/  
 

 University of Alabama at Birmingham; PI, Dean Assimos, MD 
https://www.uab.edu/medicine/urology/research/kidney-stone-laboratory  

 

 Columbia University; PI, Simone Sanna-Cherchi, MD 
http://www.columbianephrology.org/basic-research.shtml  

 

 Harvard Medical School (Beth Israel); PI, Mark Zeidel, MD 
https://www.bidmc.org/research/research-by-department/medicine/nephrology/laboratories/mark-zeidel-md  

 

 NorthShore Research Inst./ Purdue University; PI, Simon Hayward, PhD 
https://www.northshore.org/research-institute/investigators/simon-w-hayward-phd/  

 

 Washington University; PI, Indira Mysorekar, PhD 
https://reproductivesciences.wustl.edu/laboratories/mysorekar-lab/  

 
K12 centers: 
 Duke University KURe; PI, Cindy Amundsen, MD 

https://medschool.duke.edu/about-us/faculty-resources/faculty-mentoring/mentored-career-development-
awards/kure-k12-benign-urology 
 

 Weill Cornell Medicine KURe; PI, Delores Lamb, PhD 
https://urology.weillcornell.org/dolores-lamb 
 

 University of Wisconsin-Madison KURe; Co-PIs, Dale Bjorling, DVM; Wade Bushman, MD, PHD 
https://obrien.urology.wisc.edu/research-opportunities-for-trainees/mds-phds-dvms-or-other-doctorates-
interested-in-training-at-uw-madison/ 
 

 University of California-San Francisco KEpi; Co-PIs, Alison Huang, MD; Stephen van den Eeden, PhD 
https://urology.ucsf.edu/node/3406 
 

 University of Michigan KEpi; Co-PIs, Aruna Sarma, PhD, MHA; Quentin Clemens, MD 
https://medicine.umich.edu/dept/urology/education/fellowships/uroepi-career-development-program-niddk-k12 
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